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HOW TO REPLY TO THIS NOTICE: 

I. Review the SMALL ENTITY status shown above. 

If the SMALL ENTITY is shown as YES, verify your current 
SMALL ENTITY status: 
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□ "Fee Address" indication (or "Fee Address" Indication form 
PTO/SB/47; Rev 03-02 or more recent) attached. Use of a Customer 
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2. For printing on the patent front page, list (1) the 
names of up to 3 registered patent attorneys or 
agents OR, alternatively, (2) the name of a single 
firm (having as a member a registered attorney or 
agent) and the names of up to 2 registered patent 
attorneys or agents. If no name is listed, no name 
will be printed. 
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completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual 
case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or 
suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. 
Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, Alexandria, Virginia 
22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. 
SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, Alexandria, Virginia 223 1 3-1450. 

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a 
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Application No. 


Applicant(s) 


Notice of Allowability 


09/220,293 


BAER ET AL. 


Examiner 


Art Unit 






Jacques Veillard 


2175 





The MAILING DA TE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 

All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . ^ This communication is responsive to 6/15/2004 , 

2. The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-31 . 

3. £3 The drawings filed on 23 December 1998 are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) □ All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 

1 . □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 



3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 
International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 

5. □ A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 

INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. 

6. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 

1) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper Nc/Mail Date . 

(b) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of 

Paper NoVMail Date . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of 
each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

7. □ DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the 

attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL. 



Attachment(s) 

1. Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2. □ Notice of Draftperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3. □ Information Disclosure Statements (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08), 

Paper No./Mail Date 

4. □ Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 

of Biological Material 



5. □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6. □ Interview Summary (PTO-413), 

Paper No./Mail Date . 

7. □ Examiner's Amendment/Comment 

8. S Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 

9. □ Other 

CHARLES RONES 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 
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Notice of Allowability 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 22 
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Art Unit: 2175 

DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to the Applicant's communication filed on 6/1 5/2004. 

2. Claims 1-31 are pending and presented for examination. 

3. Claims 1, 10, 17, and 24 are the independent claims. Other claims are the 
dependent. 



Allowable Subject Matter 
4. Claims 1-31 are allowed over the prior art of record. 



5. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

Regarding the independent claims 1, 10, 17 and 24, Applicant's three-layered 
middleware approach to heterogeneous database management in a distributed database 
asset management system, where at least one of the client adapter and the schema adapter 
for mapping the assets to the data stored in the data store and for transferring the data to 
from and from the data store to methods invoked in the at least one client adapter of the 
client application are flexibly adaptable as embodied in the cited independent claims 1, 8, 
15, and 22 above, in context with the other limitation of the claims and as further 
described in the applicant's specification on page 7, lines 1-26, page 8, line 1 through 
page 11, line 33 was not disclosed by, would not have been obvious over, nor would have 
been fairly suggested by the prior art of record. 

The dependent claims 2-9, 11-16, 18-23, and 25-31, being further limiting to the 
independent claims 1, 10, 17, and 24, definite and enabled by the specification are also 
allowed. 
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The closest prior art Mullins (U. S. Pat. No. 5,857,197) discloses a system for 
accessing a data store as object from an object application wherein the accessed data store 
could be either an object data store or a non-object data store. Even though Mullins 
discloses a data store schema and an adapter abstraction layer, Mullins fails to teach a 
system where at least one of the client adapter and the schema adapter for mapping the 
assets to the data stored in the data store and for transferring the data to from and from 
the data store as recited in the applicant's independent claims 1, 10, 17, and 24. The 
closest prior fails to anticipate or render Applicant's limitations above obvious. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than 
the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 



Other Prior Art Made Of Record 



Andrade et al. 



U. S.Pat No. 5,265,250, 



Jacobson et al 



U. S. Pat No. 5,440,744, 



Atsatt et al. 



U. S. Pat. No. 5,504,892, and 



Greef et al. 



U. S.Pat. No. 6,125,364. 



Conclusion 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 



applicant's disclosure. 



8. 



Any response to this action should be mail to: 



Application/Control 
Art Unit: 2175 




Lber: 09/220,293 
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Commissioner of Patent and Trademarks 



Washington, D.C. 20231 
Or faxed to: 

(703) 746-7239 (for formal communication intended for entry) 

Or: 

(703) 746-7240 (for informal of draft communications, please label 
"PROPOSED" or "DRAFT") 
Hand - delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2021 Crystal Drive, 
Arlington. VA, Fourth Floor Lobby (Receptionist Telephone No. (703) 305-3900). 
9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jacques Veillard whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
7094. The examiner can normally be reached Monday through Friday from 9:30 AM to 
4: 30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dov Popovici, can be reached on ( 703) 305-3830. The fax phone number for 
this group is (703) 308-5403. 
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Jacques Veillard 

Patent Examiner TC 2100 
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Interview Summary 
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BAER ET AL. 



Examiner 



Art Unit 



Jacques Veillard 
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All participants (applicant, applicant's representative, PTO personnel): 



m Frank L Bernstein(Reg. No. 31.484 . 



(3). 



(2) Jacques Veillard . 



Date of Interview: 14 June 2004 . 

Type: a)^ Telephonic b)D Video Conference 

c)D Personal [copy given to: 1)D applicant 2)^ applicant's representative] 

Exhibit shown or demonstration conducted: d)D Yes e)D No. 
If Yes, brief description: . 

Claim(s) discussed: NONE . 

Identification of prior art discussed: NONE . 

Agreement with respect to the claims f)D was reached. g)D was not reached. h)K N/A. 



Substance of Interview including description of the general nature of what was agreed to if an agreement was 
reached, or any other comments: Attorney Bernstein, on a telephone interview on 6/14/2004. agrees with the 
Examiner to resubmit the "TERMINAL DISCLAIMER" filed on 07/02/2001 and adding S/N 09/219.934 and US Pat. No. 
6.366.916 . 

(A fuller description, if necessary, and a copy of the amendments which the examiner agreed would render the claims 
allowable, if available, must be attached. Also, where no copy of the amendments that would render the claims 
allowable is available, a summary thereof must be attached.) 

THE FORMAL WRITTEN REPLY TO THE LAST OFFICE ACTION MUST INCLUDE THE SUBSTANCE OF THE 
INTERVIEW. (See MPEP Section 713.04). If a reply to the last Office action has already been filed, APPLICANT IS 
GIVEN ONE MONTH FROM THIS INTERVIEW DATE, OR THE MAILING DATE OF THIS INTERVIEW SUMMARY 
FORM, WHICHEVER IS LATER, TO FILE A STATEMENT OF THE SUBSTANCE OF THE INTERVIEW. See 
Summary of Record of Interview requirements on reverse side or on attached sheet. 



Examiner Note: You must sign this form unless it is an 
Attachment to a signed Office action. 
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Interview Summary 



Paper No. 2 



